The Foundation of Progressivism is Evolution
Implications of Evolution

1. No intelligent designer or Creator.

2. Death is really the end.

3. No ultimate foundation for ethics exists.

4. No ultimate meaning in life exists.

5. Free will is a human myth.

Foundational Principles – A near total change of foundational philosophy has occurred.

1. Biblically based

2. Self-government; internal or external
3. Consent of the governed

4. Jurisdiction – authority to speak, who speaks where
5. Separation of powers, Jer 17:9, Is 33:22
6. Express powers, defines who is free and who is limited; people are free and government is limited.
7. Policies apply to everyone equally or no one at all. ‘General welfare’ clause.
The Progressive Movement – Thank you Kevin Portteus of Hillsdale College!
Progressivism in the United States is a broadly based reform movement that reached its height early in the 20th century and is generally considered to be middle class and reformist in nature. It arose as a response to the vast changes brought by modernization, such as the growth of large corporations and railroads, and fears of corruption in American politics. In the 21st century, progressives continue to embrace concepts such as environmentalism and social justice.[1] Social progressivism, the view that governmental practices ought to be adjusted as society evolves, forms the ideological basis for many American progressives. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressivism_in_the_United_States
The Progressive Era - the 1890s to the 1920s

German philosophers: Kant (1724-1804), Hegel (1770-1831), Marx, Engels (Darwin provided the theory)
Johns Hopkins (founded on January 22, 1876) first Grad program for Political Science


26. Teddy Roosevelt 1900-1908, The New Nationalism

 development of anti-constitutional thinking, and acting

“I wish very much that the wrong people could be prevented entirely from breeding.”

Herbert Croly, progressive intellectual, “The Promise of American Life” 1909
Editor of “The New Republic”, equal rights are untenable but root of many problems, mostly focused on money.

Foundation of Progressive Party platform (After 1918 most went Republican)
1912 Progressive Party Platform (Bull Moose Party):


Campaign Finance Reform


Social Insurance

National Health Service


Graduated Income Tax


Inheritance Tax


Expansive Regulation of Corporations


Direct Election of Senators

Take steps to unleash the people so that they could use the power of the government to protect themselves from powerful people. 

27. William Howard Taft 1908-1912
28. Woodrow Wilson, 1912-1920 PhD PoliSci, College professor, president of Princeton U. “Government, The State”

“Public interest” is the idea used to acquire power.

Developed progressive theories of government, economics & policy that were diametrically opposed to founding fathers. “No longer adequate for the needs of the modern, industrial society” Constitution is a living document.
Control of competition thru regulation using Federal Trade Commission.

Federal Reserve – “The Creature From Jekyll Island” G. Edward Griffin
“I believe in the people: in their honesty and sincerity and sagacity (profound knowledge and understanding, coupled with foresight and good judgment); but I do not believe in them as my governors.” !!

Democracy has nothing to do with self-government. It must be moved as far away from the people as possible. Democracy does not mean the people rule but that the ruling elite will be drawn from the people. Anyone that can acquire an elite education and training can be a member of the ruling elite.
26. Teddy Roosevelt 1900-1908, The New Nationalism
31. Herbert Hoover 1928-1932 – The New Day, Smoot-Holly Tariff, Farm subsidies, Taxes 25 ( 65%

32. FD Roosevelt 1932-1944 – The New Deal, AAA, WPA, NRA
33. Harry S. Truman – The Far Deal
35. John Kennedy – The New Frontier

36. Lyndon Johnson – The Great Society, The War on Poverty
42. Barak Obama – 
Herbert Croly, progressive intellectual, “The Promise of American Life” 1909

“The automatic fulfillment of the American National Promise is to be abandoned, … precisely because the traditional American confidence in individual freedom has resulted in a morally and socially undesirable distribution of wealth.”
“The existing concentration of wealth and financial power in the hands of a few irresponsible men is the inevitable outcome of the chaotic individualism of our political and economic organization, while at the same time it is inimicable to democracy, because it tends to erect political abuses and social inequalities into a system.”
“The practice of non-interference is just as selective in its effects as the practice of state interference. It merely means that the nation is willing to accept the results of natural selection instead of preferring to substitute the results of artificial selection.”
Croly wants to actively use the power of the state in such a way so as to “use its power to promote edifying and desirable discriminations …make itself responsible to produce a morally and socially desirable distribution of wealth”.

Regulate and force industry to serve the public interest. Socially desirable outcomes.

If industry will not comply it will be nationalized.

Teddy Roosevelt 
“We should permit it (profit) to be gained only so long as the gaining represents a benefit to the community.” 

Note: Otherwise it can be prevented thru various tax and regulation methods.
“My view was that every executive officer, and above all every executive officer in high position, was a steward of the people bound actively and affirmatively to do all he could for the people, and not to content himself with the negative merit of keeping his talents undamaged in a napkin… My belief was that it was not only his right but his duty to do anything that the needs of the nation demanded unless such action was forbidden by the Constitution or by laws.”

Note: ‘Stewardship Theory’ is a needs oriented way of thinking and is reactive in nature. The New Nationalism specifically rejected the idea of limited government, especially the presidency. He must be free to do ANYTHING not specifically forbidden by the Constitution.
Woodrow Wilson 
“We used to think in the old-fashioned days when life was very simple that all that government had to do was put on a policeman’s uniform and say, ‘Now don’t anybody hurt anybody else.’ We used to say that the ideal of government was for every man to be left alone and not interfered with, except when he interfered with somebody else; and that the best government was the government that did as little governing as possible. That was the idea that was obtained in Jefferson’s time. But we are now coming to realize that life is so complicated that we are not dealing with the old conditions, and that the law has to step in and create new conditions under which we may live, the conditions which will it tolerable for us to live.”

Principles of founding fathers: limited government, individual liberty, economic freedom cannot solve the problems of modern society. An expansion of government is necessary. 
Note: In the absence of God, only a big government can bring order out of the chaos of individual and economic freedoms. In this view liberty = chaos. Government is the final authority.
“It is therefore becoming more and more true, as the business of the government becomes more and more complex and extended, that the president is becoming more and more a political, and less and less an executive, officer. His executive powers are in commission, while his political powers more and more center and accumulate upon him and are in their very nature personal and unalienable.”

Note: The President is transformed from constitutional executive to a political officer. Source of presidential power moves from Constitution to force of personality and one that embodies peoples desires, as he articulates progressive desires to the people. 

Government, The State, “The defects of the social compact theory are too plain to need more than brief mention. That theory simply has no historical foundation. Status was the basis of primitive (evolutionary) society: the individual counted for nothing; society – the family, the tribe – counted for everything. Government came, so to say, before the individual.”
Note: There is a truth to this, it was the Kingdom of God.
Socialism and Democracy “The thesis of the state socialist is that no line can be drawn between public and private affairs which the State cannot cross at will; that omnipotence of legislation is the first postulate of all just political theory… For it is very clear that in fundamental theory socialism and democracy are almost if not quite one and the same. They both rest at bottom upon absolute right of the community to determine its own destiny and that of its own members. Men as communities are supreme over men as individuals. Limits of wisdom and convenience to the public control there may be: limits of principle there are, upon strict analysis, none.”
Note: There are no limits to the power of government! The Constitution actually stands in their way of a progressive society, especially separation of powers. There is a need to re-conceptualize the entire idea of government. The idea of inherent, God-given natural rights is absurd. The idea that you have rights that exist before government is ridiculous. No natural or effective limitation on government power (except the constitution).

From this time forward a president’s successfulness is measured by his ability to ‘get things done’, i.e. advance the progressive agenda. (“We still have a lot to do!”) A president that was determined to live by the limitations of the Constitution was considered a boring, do-nothing president.
Some had to plant the seeds before there could be a harvest.

Socialism, statism, external control, dependence, top-down

Marxism (communist manifesto 1848), dialectics, compromise, syncretism, conflict resolution 

Compromise for the purpose of greater control, tax on labor (owned by state), 

Evolutionism, progressivism, Spencer’s ethics, situation ethics, case law, precedent

Force of presidential personality as a guiding light 
vs constitutional executive

Welfare of individual produces stable society 

vs A stable society is best for the individual

Implied 
vs Express Powers
Executive
vs political officer
Individual 
vs Collective

Principle 
vs Opinion
Rational
vs Emotional
Natural 
vs Artificial Selection

Original intent 
vs precedent
Man is basically good 
vs selfish Jer 17:9
take 
vs give

Top-down 
vs grass-roots

Internal 
vs external control, “Reducing big government w/o increasing self-government is big trouble.”

Character 
vs Talent

Church 
vs state

General welfare 
vs Specific welfare; “Bread & Circuses”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Party_(United_States,_1912)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Party_(United_States,_1924)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Party  World-wide

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/04/progressive_traditions1.html
http://www.americanprogress.org/events/2011/05/progressiveparty.html
http://vanjones.net/
http://www.americanthinker.com/2011/01/arrogant_and_authoritarian_bar.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2011/08/why-progressives-are-losing-the-national-debate/242893/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bPpXJKKM60&feature=fvsr  Gary DeMar - Your eschatology informs worldview

http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,412839,00.html German cannibal, is it murder?

Thanks to Dr. Albert Moehler
Marx
Nietzsche – “Theism is the refuge of weak minds.”
“Is the absence of absolute truth, all that remains is power”, ie might makes right
Darwin

Freud


Doct. Of Creation – Evolutionary materialism
Doct of Fall – Economic oppression

Doct. Of Redemption - Revolution

Doct. Of Esch. – new comm. Man & utopia

Richard Dawkins – “The God Delusion”, “The Selfish Gene”, Darwin’s Rottweiler, 
Calls himself “An intellectually fulfilled Oxford atheist.” 
Daniel Dennit – “Darwin’s Dangerous Idea”, universal acid
Sam Harris – Stanford U.

“A sane society should not tolerate people who believe in God and make absolute truth claims on the basis of a claimed revelation and would seek to regulate the behavior of themselves and others based on such revelation.”

Christopher Hitchens – 
EU – “To raise a child with religious convictions (prejudice) is a form of child abuse.”

Nicholas Christoff – Commenting on recent poll in NY Times - “77% of Americans don’t believe in evolution.. over 60% believe in the virgin birth. I don’t want to live in the midst of a people that don’t believe in evolution and do believe in the virgin birth.”
The love of money is the root of all evil. 1 Tm 6:10








